Call for Papers:
Situations Conference for Graduate Students
“There is No Us without You”: Postcolonial, Feminist, and (Post-)Marxist
Perspectives on the Other in Asia
Date: Monday, February 8, 2021
Venue: Online Zoom
We invite submissions of 4000 word essays on the vital topic of “Encountering the Other in Asia” in various
films. In today’s Asia, we witness political struggles and confrontations divide nations along ethnic, regional,
gender, class, and ideological boundaries. The liberal democratic ideals of egalitarianism and freedom of speech
have been undermined by political and financial elites seeking to maintain their power and by the hegemonic
groups that view their privileges threatened by minorities. In these hard times, the economic impact of the
Covid-19 has struck most harshly the ethnic, class, gender, or ideological minorities. Democratic nationhood,
defined by Ernest Renan as a daily plebiscite or referendum, seems to have receded in many Asian nations. The
spirit of tolerance and social responsibility, instead of the destructive binarism of Us versus Them, must again
become moral imperatives for the majority. We are after all indebted to each other in an interdependent world.
We would like to invite postgraduate students in Asia to give presentations on the struggles of socially
marginalized groups in their countries in this time of crisis. This conference will feature presentations from the
following invited scholars, and we anticipate that many postgraduate students will be interested in taking part in
this important unfolding scholarly debate.
Invited speakers:
Dr. Akira Mizuta Lippit (USC): “There is no Other America”

Dr. Gina Marchetti (Hong Kong U)
“From Cruel Optimism to Comforting Pessimism: Sex, Gender, Feminism and the 2019 Hong Kong Protests”

Dr. Joseph Jeon (UC Irvine): “Other Cities: Paju in Recent Korean Film”

Dr. Hsiu-chih Tsai (National Taiwan U)
“Staring at the Abyss: The Traumatic Narratives of Sexuality in Taiwanese Writer Shao-Lin Chu’s Trilogy”
Early inquiries with 200-word abstracts with the authors’ bios are appreciated. The deadline for abstracts is
December 30, 2020. The deadline for 4000 word final papers is January 27, 2021. All correspondence should
be sent to bk21eng-admin@yonsei.ac.kr.
Submissions should follow the Chicago Manual of Style (16th ed.), using only endnotes. For further details
about the citation protocols, refer to our journal website: http://situations.yonsei.ac.kr/sub03/sub01.php.
The best presentation(s) will be awarded with USD 500 and considered for possible inclusion in a future issue of
the SCOPUS- and KCI-indexed international journal, Situations: Cultural Studies in the Asian Context.
Sponsored by the Department of English BK21 Project, Yonsei University, South Korea

